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c.69.4: organs 
1897 02 25 

The contract for the new organ for Haverhill parish church has been placed in the hands of Messrs 
Miller & son, Cambridge. The construction of the organ will be specially arranged to keep the view of 
the stained glass window perfectly clear which necessitates part of the organ being a considerable 
distance from the main portion, and which has been specially arranged for by the builders 

1897 05 26 

A considerable amount of misapprehension appears to exist in regard to the provision of music for the 
use of the inmates of the Cambridge Workhouse. As a matter of fact that institution is unusually well 
provided with musical instruments. In addition to the organ recently erected in the chapel there are 
five or six other instruments - harmoniums and pianos - distributed throughout the house so that the 
inmates have frequent opportunities of enjoying music in their own rooms. Indeed it is safe to say that 
more music is heard in the wards in a single week than the majority would have heard in their own 
homes in 12 months 

1897 12 20 

There is no more handsome piece of furniture in a house than a pianoforte. Thanks to keen 
competition the prices generally are but little more than those of 10 years ago and today pianofortes 
are within reach of the majority of working men. But if you feel you cannot afford a new one, go to 
14, Mill Road, Cambridge, where Mr H. Leavis conducts his business and get a second-hand one. He 
keeps organs and harmoniums in stock at as low a figure as £3, and you can obtain a capital 
pianoforte for the moderate outlay of £5 

1898 05 09 

St Bene’t's Church, Cambridge, reopened for public service with an improved organ and newly 
elected organ chamber, beside several minor renovations in the decoration of the interior of the 
building. Archdeacon Emery said that the condition of the Church in 1849, when he was ordained 
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Deacon, with its organ Gallery at the West End, and those high pews in the nave, and green baized 
pews in the Chancel was then far different to what it was now. Since that time the South aisle had 
been erected, the West End and Tower opened and restored, the Chancel and church generally 
restored and seated in such a manner that all the worshippers could feel they formed one family of 
God. 

1898 09 20 

Henley Arthur Bedwell, a Cambridge piano and organ builder claimed £2 from the Great Eastern 
Railway for damages sustained by a piano and a case which had been considerably damaged by wet. 
The manager of the Cutter inn, Ely said he packed the piano before it was sent back. He took it to Ely 
station and deposited in a goods shed. James Merry, goods foreman at the station, gave evidence as to 
loading the piano safely on a truck. A tarpaulin was tied over it. There were some barrels of beer in 
the same wagon, but they were not leaking. Harold Pain, an optician, produced a register proving that 
there was no rain during the transit of the piano 1898 09 29 

1898 10 17 

Christ Church organ, p2 

1899 03 01 
Guildhall organ, p2 

1899 09 16 

W.C. Dewsberry organist dies, p3 

1900 

1900 04 04 St Edward’s church new organ, p2 

1903 12 14 

The organ which for many years had been in use at Trumpington church has been replaced by an 
instrument of a much more satisfactory character and one which will add considerably to the beauty 
of the musical portion of the service. It cannot be described as being entirely new as old parts and part 
of the old case have been incoiporated into the ancient instrument’s successor which was built by 
Messrs Miller and Sons of Cambridge 

1906 06 08 

Dr A.H. Mann, the University organist and chorus master, completed 30 years work in Cambridge. He 
was appointed organist of King’s College in 1876, coinciding with the founding of the new choir 
school and important changes in the musical services at the chapel. They hoped his tenure of office at 
King’s would match that of his predecessors - Dr Pratt (55 years) and Dr Randall, 66. 06 06 08a 

1904 06 20 

St Andrew the Great church, Cambridge, has been thoroughly renovated and the congregation sat 
within spotless walls, under a roof which afforded no resting place for the busy manufacturer of webs 
and in an atmosphere suggestive of spring cleaning. The dignified furniture shines anew, the walls are 
nicely painted and distempered, the windows (coloured and plain) admit the full quota of light. Gas 
has given way to electric light and there is a sermon switch which will turn off the current from two- 
thirds of the lights. The organ has been removed from the west gallery and will be placed on the south 
side of the choir, at present it is in London and a harmonium sufficed for the Sunday services. 

1905 06 29 

St Pauls organ renovated, p3 

1906 01 18 

Victoria Road Congregational church organ, p3 
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1906 07 28 

Robert Reed told the court he’d hired a pianoorgan from Antonio Dermaco of Gas Lane, Cambridge, 
piano organ proprietor, and went out in company of a man named Fuller. They visited the Plough, 
Comberton leaving it outside. He returned after five minutes to find the organ had disappeared - it 
had been thrown into the village pond. He got it out and tried to play it, but it did not work and had to 
be repaired in London. A Comberton carpenter and butcher were seen moving it, but claimed they had 
left it at the White Horse 

1906 09 24 

Hills Road Methodist organ, p4 

1907 01 28 

Frederick Dewsberry learned the organ at Trinity College, later playing at Caius College, St Michael’s 
and St Andrew the Great churches. When the Guildhall organ was opened in 1882 he was offered the 
post of Borough Organist on condition that he gave a number of public recitals during the year. 07 01 
28 

1907 10 11 

St Mark’s church, Newnham Croft, presented a scene of unwonted beauty and impressiveness when a 
large congregation assembled to witness the dedication of the new organ. It will meet a need which 
has been long felt, the harmonium being quite inadequate to lead the singing. The organ was built by 
Messrs Norman and Beard, is a two manual with 11 stops and cost £276. - 07 10 11 

1908 05 22 

A case of great importance for lodging house keepers and traders came to court when Messrs 
Murdoch, Murdoch and Co, of Regent Street, claimed the return of an organ which had been hired by 
a Downing undergraduate. He had rented a room in a University lodging house but left without paying 
for his board and lodgings. So the landlord had kept it together with pictures and other goods, until he 
got his money. CWN 08 05 22 p5 

1908 07 10 

The Guildhall organ is choked with dirt, the accumulation of years. It should be cleaned and brought 
up to the modern standard, lowering the pitch to French normal by transposing all the pipes, removing 
the tuba bass and adding a pedal stop. The cost would be £562 but no charge would be made for 
generally softening certain flue stops if the main work was carried out. CWN 08 07 10 

1909 10 08 

St Botolph’s Church reopened after restoration. The old ceiling in the nave, which was in a very 
dilapidated condition, has been replastered and re-decorated. A new hot-water pipe heating apparatus 
has been installed by Messrs Headley and Edwards together with a hydraulic appliance for blowing 
the organ by Messrs Miller of Sidney Street. CWN 09 10 08 

1910 

1910 09 23 

A man told the court that he earned £1 a week playing a street organ. It had cost him £18 10s.6d, he’d 
spent £5 for new tunes, twelve shillings on a new wheel and three-and-six on tuning. A motor car had 
run into the back of it, knocking it over and causing considerable damage. A four-year old boy who 
had been in the shafts was knocked over and his hands were cut. There was nobody in Cambridge 
who understood the instrument and it would have to go to London to be repaired. Repairs would cost 
at least £3. He had another organ which his son took out. He was awarded £5 for damage to the 
machine and £3 for loss of earnings. 10 09 23 c & d 

1911 05 12 
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The work of beautifying St John’s Church in Wellington Street has been carried on steadily. The 
chancel curtains and all windows were thoroughly cleaned and the walls brushed down, the Holy 
Table has been restained, the communion rails polished and the ironwork regilded. It is hoped the 
organ may be cleaned and repaired and that a new lectern may be purchased. Mrs de Candole’s kind 
gift of shrubs and plants has done much to beautify the churchyard 11 05 12e 

1912 03 29 

Luke Hosegood is retiring from Cambridge Workhouse after 42 years, 36 as Master. During his long 
service he has made it a model institution as far as the limitation of the old-fashioned building will 
allow. He first came as school-master when 19-years old and married the schoolmistress, a girl from 
Bourn. When a vacancy for Master and Matron occurred in 1876 the Guardians, without advertising, 
selected them. Their daughter is assistant matron and their son honorary organist. Luke was award the 
‘Victoria Cross of Civil Life’ for rescuing inmates from a fire in 1883. 12 03 29g 

1912 10 04 

Thomas Preston was best known as a cowkeeper and dairyman and had a remarkably good memory. 
In 1838, as a lad of 15, he carried the flag in front of a procession of St Botolph’s people to the feast 
on Parker’s Piece in honour of the Coronation of Queen Victoria. He related anecdotes about that 
church and its rectors, or of the musicians who supplied the music at the services before the erection 
of an organ in 1833. His death has snapped one of the few links which connect our modern town with 
the Cambridge of pre-railway days 12 10 04a 

1913 05 02 

John’s church, Wellington Street organ reopening 13 05 02 pl2 CIP 
1913 10 17 

The appointment of a new teacher to St Peter’s Boys School seemed like a put-up job, one councillor 
claimed. The first question on the application form was ‘Can you play the piano or other musical 
instrument’ but of those called for interview only one could play the organ and he was appointed. The 
Vicar had broken his holiday to be present. He’d met the successful candidate in London, took him to 
his house, took him to the meeting and got him appointed. He then took him over to see about the 
organ in St Giles’ church. But they were not advertising for a man who could play the organ, they 
were wanting somebody who could manage the school. 13 10 17 p4 CIP 

1920 

1920 11 29 

Wesley church organ unveiled as war memorial - CDN 20 11 29, Ch 20 12 01b 
192101 12 

Harry Bedwell completes 21 years as organist and choirmaster of St Edward’s Church - 21 01 12 

1922 12 05 
Guildhall organ, p6 

1922 12 06 

Guildhall organ was gift, p5 
1922 12 07 

Guildhall organ rebuilding rejected, p5 
1924 03 10 

Guildhall organ rebuilding, 24 03 10, p5 

1924 03 13 
Guildhall organ, p5 

Please make what use of this you may. Kindly remember where it came from - www.mikepetty.org.uk 



Cambridge ORGANS Chronicle 


1925 03 09 c 

We regret to announce the death of Alderman W.T. See. He entered the office of the late Mr James 
Catling, auctioneer valuer, house and estate agent, with whom he served for 25 years. He gave up his 
work and devoted himself to music and became well-known as a teacher or organ and piano playing. 
He was conductor for many years of the Cambridge Choral Society. About three years ago he re¬ 
entered business life, going into partnership with Mr P. Freeman, under the name of Messrs See & 
freeman, estate agents, Alexandra Street, Cambridge. 

1925 05 12 

The opening of the new Guildhall organ marks a fresh era in the history of Cambridge music. The old 
organ had no virtues but many vices. The pitch was wrong, much of the tone was bad, the action quite 
defective and the general scheme and plan quite unsuited for the purpose and room for which it was 
designed. Erected in 1882 by voluntary subscription it had become almost unplayable. Both the 
heating and ventilation of the room were bad and gross variations in the temperature had the effect of 
putting the organ out of use with an orchestra and even of rendering certain stops unusable with others 
25 05 12 

1925 05 19 

New Guildhall organ, p5 
1927 04 29 

Mill Road Baptist Church, Cambridge, was packed when a new organ which has just been installed 
was formally opened. There was a time when a church of that sort would not have had an organ at any 
price. It appears to be a good all-round instrument and some of the stops are beautifully mellow. The 
organ was built by the local firm of Messrs Miller & Son, Sidney Street, and they have certainly made 
a splendid job. They have used some of the pipes of the old organ and worked in the old with the new 
excellently. 

1930 

1934 04 28 

King’s College organ rebuilt, inaugurated. [1.1] 

1935 09 28 

Dr Alan Gray composed many famous pieces of Church music. In 1893 he was appointed organist of 
Trinity College and was conductor of the University Musical Society - 35 09 28d 

1935 10 01 

Cambridge Justices approved the plans of Associated British Cinemas for a new cinema to be erected 
in St Andrew’s Street. The site had been left derelict after fire burnt down a large part of the Castle 
Hotel in 1934. The application was opposed by the Theatre Cinema and the Rendezvous. There were 
nine cinemas in Cambridge with 6,300 seats and it would be impossible for them all to carry on if a 
super cinema like this were built. The Victoria was built four years ago, the Arts Theatre was 
completely new and the Rendezvous was having more seats and an organ. But the Cosmopolitan had 
closed and the Guildhall and Corn Exchange licences were rarely used. 35 10 01 & a 

1935 10 22 

The new Rendezvous cinema and ballroom was opened with a recital by Reginald Dixon, the famous 
Blackpool organist. It is the latest in modem styles with new plush ‘tip-ups’ accommodating 1,100 
people, the latest Penum heating and ventilation and the Compton organ. Film star Charles (Buddy) 
Rogers said it was as beautiful as any he had seen in the United States. The show was late stalling as 
guests were unable to get through the congestion in the street outside. Afterwards a private reception 
and dance was held in the new ballroom which has also been redecorated and re-furnished throughout. 
35 10 22, 35 10 19 
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1936 03 09 

The Rendezvous, in Magrath Avenue has been turned into a modern luxury super-cinema with a new 
cafe restaurant. The latest talkie equipment ensures perfect reproduction and sound, the films are of 
the highest quality and patrons are assured of a three-hour programme. An added attraction is the 
illuminated Compton organ which is played at every performance. The ballroom has been re¬ 
decorated and is one of the finest in the Eastern Counties with popular tea dances and combined tea, 
picture and dancing tickets. 36 03 09 

1937 11 01 

At the dedication of a new organ at Histon Methodist church Dr W.H. Rouse said he had an organ 
which had been in the late Henry Martyn’s church. It was rather like a chest of drawers. It was 
‘played’ by putting rolls like sausages through a hole in it; then one turned the handle and the hymns 
came out! A Histon church once had a similar organ which played four hymns. It was not possible to 
select any one of the four; the whole four had to be played in strict order. The new organ, built by A. 
Noterman of Shepherd’s Bush was used as a demonstration instrument in the film made by Gaumont- 
British showing the building of a church organ. Several of the leading cinema organists of the day 
have played on it. 37 11 01 

1938 06 18 

Guildhall organ electrification report - 38 06 18a 

1940 

1949 09 03 

For over 10 years the inside of the Cambridge Guildhall organ has remained almost untouched, except 
for a few occasional minor adjustments, but now for the first time since the Guildhall was rebuilt in 
1938 it is having a really good overhaul and cleaning. Six weeks has already passed since the day two 
skilled local craftsmen, Mr Walter Hall and his son, first started on their great task, which is expected 
to take at least another week. To the layman this may seem a very long time to take in cleaning it, but 
those who know anything at all about organs will realise the amount of work that is actually involved. 
Already four buckets of dust has been removed along with various items hardly associated with the 
interior of an organ 49 09 03 

1950 

1952 08 19 

A large congregation packed the church of St John the Evangelist, Hills Road, Cambridge for the 
dedication of the new organ. It contains 1,210 pipes which stand on the south side of the chancel with 
the console on the north side. For the sake of economy a certain amount of second-hand pipe work has 
been used. But this is no detriment as much of the timber which was easily obtainable before the war 
is of far higher standard than that procurable today when Siberian pine lies securely locked behind the 
iron curtain 

1956 01 21 

St John’s College organ reconstructed 56 01 21 
1956 03 16 

On Thursday Clifford Birchall recorded a programme of popular music at the Hammond organ of the 
Cambridge New Theatre. Although the theatre is closing, the melodies will linger on, for this 
recording, arranged by King and Harper, will be played during the evening performance on Sunday at 
the Playhouse Cinema. 56 03 16b 

1956 03 24 
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Miller’s Music Shop began a 100 years ago when Mr A.T. Miller opened a workshop in Hobson 
Street as an organ builder and piano repairer. The family home was above his wife’s millinery shop in 
Sidney Street and one of the rooms was opened as a pianoforte showroom. His son introduced the sale 
of instruments and sheet music and later came harmoniums, gramophones, radio and television and 
now electronic organs and tape recorders. 56 03 24d 

1956 09 29 

The new organ at Cambridge’s Holy Trinity church will cost approximately £6,000 as compared with 
the £300 spent on the original organ built in the 1850’s by Messrs Walker of Ruislip, who are carrying 
out the present installation. The original two-manual organ was rebuilt in 1904 by Messrs Bedwell of 
Cambridge who moved it from the north transept into the organ chamber. 56 09 29b 

1957 10 01 

The removal of the mighty organ from the pit of the Victoria Cinema illustrates graphically how far 
this kind of musical entertainment has fallen from public favour. The only other cinema organ in 
Cambridge - that at the Regal - is never seen without its dust cover. The management says it is kept 
in good order and could be played at any time. However it would need a travelling organist to come 
up from A.B.C. headquarters in London. If the truth be told it is in permanent retirement. 57 10 01b 
[6.3] 

1956 11 01 

Great St Mary’s church has been connected with the University since very early times and was used in 
the past not only for religious services but for academical proceedings. Under an agreement of 1843 
the University and parish met the costs of repair and maintenance, but most of the terms are now out 
of date. Now they are being urged to meet the sole cost of maintaining the clock and the University 
organ at the west end, and sharing costs of insurance, heating, repair and cleaning. 56 11 01c 

1957 03 02 

Thurston Dart of Jesus College has a clavichord amongst his collection of 20 musical instruments. 
They include a harpsichord, viola da gamba and an 18th-century Dutch pipe organ brought from a 
cottage at Milton. He began to collect them in his undergraduate days, put them in store while he did 
his R.A.F. service, then brought them to college when he came to teach music. His students play them 
as part of their studies. 57 03 02 c & d 

1959 11 19 

The removal of the mighty organ from the pit of the Victoria Cinema illustrates graphically how far 
this kind of musical entertainment has fallen from public favour. The only other cinema organ in 
Cambridge - that at the Regal - is never seen without its dust cover. The management says it is kept 
in good order and could be played at any time. However it would need a travelling organist to come 
up from A.B.C. headquarters in London. If the truth be told it is in permanent retirement. 57 10 01b 
Holy Sepulchre new organ - 59 11 19 

1959 11 19 

Holy Sepulchre new organ - 59 11 19 

1960s - Cambridgeshire Collection has newspaper cuttings files from this date 

1960 03 30 

During spring-cleaning at the Cavendish Laboratory an ancient-looking instrument was found in a 
dusty corner. It has a wooden frame inside which is a set of bellows with eight outlets on the top. 
When the dust was cleaned off the maker’s name of Griffin and George was discovered. Scientists 
think it was an organ used by Dr Alex Wood in acoustics research about 75 years ago. 60 03 30a 
Eric Johnson was so impressed with the beauty and grandeur of church organs that, aged 14, he began 
a five years apprenticeship as an organ builder and tuner. Now 54 he had his own firm and is always 
learning something new about the craft. Mr Johnson designs his own pipe organs and with his son and 
other craftsmen takes about nine months to build an average church organ. 61 06 30b 
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1961 12 27 

It is going to be even colder than it was during most of the Christmas freeze-up when ice on the Cam 
trapped several swans in the water. On Christmas morning fire appliances went to St Giles’ church 
where a small fire severely damaged an electric motor in the organ. They were also called to Avery’s 
scale makers premises in Regent Street and at Joseph Lucas on Newmarket Road where pipes in the 
ceilings burst and flooded the premises. The Waterworks Company dealt with 30 burst pipes on 
Christmas Day 61 12 27 61 12 30 

1965 07 13 

St Luke’s church organ, built 1726, needs repairs - 65 07 13a 

1970 

1971 01 07 

Grosvenor records issues record of organ music from Cambridge - 71 01 07 
1971 03 09 

Jesus College new organ, older one restored - 71 03 09 
1971 05 12 

Regal cinema organ - last chance to preserve - 71 05 12 
1973 08 20 

Norman Hall organs, p3 
1976 06 29 

Railway workers spent almost seven hours repairing a section of the main King’s Cross to Cambridge 
line at Shepreth which became distorted because of the heatwave. As temperatures hit 94 degrees in 
the centre of Cambridge one sour note came from King’s College chapel where the organ was out of 
tune because of the weather. 

1978 06 27 

Those who frequent the lane which runs past Little St Mary’s church in Cambridge will have noticed 
some strange comings and goings in the last few months. The quiet churchyard has been disturbed by 
workmen with scaffolding, planks and ornamental woodwork. Oddly-shaped crates have been 
delivered and strange-looking pieces of mechanism have been unloaded. The church has been getting 
a new organ which incorporates antique pipework rescued from a village church in Norfolk. 

1980 

1980 05 28 

Once over the railway bridge Cambridge’s Mill Road takes on the atmosphere of a village. The roads 
and pavements widen and in spite of the busy traffic, the pace of life seems to slacken. It is a street 
where you can enjoy sauntering along, enjoying the many and varied shops. There is K.S. Neale 
which specialises in door handles and locks, David Neech’s where you can buy an electric organ and 
Surefit the stretch cover specialists. Cornwell’s is a fascinating shop to browse through looking for 
bargains, piled from floor to ceiling with new and second-hand furniture 80 05 28 & a 

1981 04 10 

You might suppose that the Cambridge Pianola Company is a dusty relic of the 19th century, but it 
was started less than five years ago. Pianolas are those ‘magic’ pianos that play all by themselves, the 
keys go up and down, prompted by machinery. They are in demand from pubs, clubs and hotels and 
the company stocks the world’s largest range of pianola rolls. It also sells nickelodeons, player organs 
and pianocorders and helps people frying to restore their own pianolas with materials and spare parts. 
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81 04 10a &b 
1982 07 06 

Plans for the conversion of St Andrew the Great church into an old people’s day centre have angered 
parishioners. They include ripping out the old organ, replacing the present altar and covering up the 
memorial plaques which line the walls and floor of the church, although the memorial to Captain 
Cook would remain. ‘God is being put in the back room with his back to a couple of loos’ one 
worshipper complains. 82 07 06 

1982 08 06 

Cambridge now houses an extraordinary number of musical instrument makers. In addition to Mark 
Stevenson and Trevor Beckerleg, makers of harpsichords, and William Johnson, maker of chamber 
organs, there are many lesser-known names. Charles Hall is another organ builder, Daniel Bangham 
specialises in clarinets while John Isaacs and Ian Harwood from Ely are making lutes based on 
original designs from Bologna and Venice. 82 08 06a 

1983 05 09 

Cambridge Co-operative Band have recorded a powerful piece composed specially for them. The 
music by Dr Arthur Wills, the organist of Ely cathedral, is the four movement ‘Fenland Suite’ - the 
first for brass band and solo organ 83 05 09 plO 

1986 07 16 

John Hind organ tuner retires - 86 07 16a 

1987 08 14 

The Guildhall organ is very rarely used for concerts It is a fine instrument by William Hill one of 
Britain’s major 19 th -century builders and the city’s only organ in a public venue. It was last 
overhauled in 1925 and has been allowed to fall into a state of disrepair. Much of the internal 
workings are based on leather and when the atmosphere is damp a great deal more of the organ works 
than when it is bone dry. 87 08 14a 

1987 08 20 

Sir - I have been privileged to play the Guildhall organ for the last 19 years and have noticed a 
gradual deterioration. This is no reflection on the tuners, who have done a marvellous job. The heating 
and humidity of the large room plus general wear and tear has seriously affected the action. It is little 
used because the courts are often in session and it costs £100 to hire the hall for recitals. Sir David 
Willocks and Dr Arthur Wills have given recitals on it but since the last borough organist, Alan 
Tranah, left the area no-one has bothered to reappoint a successor. - Claude Ingrey, Babraham. 87 08 
20 

1988 04 23 

The Cambridge Guildhall organ, which experts fear could fall apart if used extensively, may be 
restored to its former Victorian glory. The 106-year-old instrument was last overhauled in 1926. It is 
one of the few surviving municipal organs in the country and might play a greater part in the city’s 
musical life with a series of recitals, Councillor Andrew Duff feels. “It would bring glamour back into 
the Guildhall and introduce the spirit needed to exploit more fully the use of the rooms” 88 04 23 a 

1988 07 13 

Guildhall organ restoration plans dropped - 88 07 13 
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